
 

 
 

Rabies Exposure Management for Dog, Cat and Ferret-related Incidents  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

  

 

 

 

Is the animal available for observation? 

Confine and observe for 10 days, regardless of 

vaccination status  

No rabies post-exposure 

prophylaxis needed 

Euthanize and/or arrange for head to be 

submitted to KSU Rabies Laboratory. Is 

the rest result:  

Administer rabies post-exposure prophylaxis (PEP): Human Rabies Immune-Globulin 

(HRIG) on day 0 PLUS Human Rabies Vaccine (HRV) on days 0, 3, 7 and 14. If patient is 

immunocompromised, a fifth dose should be given on day 28 – with subsequent titer 

check 

YES 

NO 

*Thoroughly wash any wounds with 

soap and water, and, if available, 

flush with povidone iodine solution 

(or other virucidal solution). Evaluate 

tetanus vaccination status, as needed 

Negative  Unsuitable: 

Manage as if animal was not available for 

testing or observation  

Positive  

YES 

Animal sickens or dies during 

10 day observation period? 

NO 



 

 
 

 


